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| | 25X1
Central Intelligence Agency
Washinglon, D.C. 20505
DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE
MEMORANDUM FOR: Distribution List
FROM: | | 25X1
Chief, Foreign Subversion and Instability Center
Office of Global Issues
SUBJECT: "Soviet Disinformation Campaign Aimed at
Harare Nonaligned Summit [ | 25X1
The attached report details a recent and intense Soviet
campaign to influence the upcoming Nonaligned Summit in Harare
through disinformation aimed at the United States. 1In our view,
this campaign could influence the summit's proceedings and final
communique. If you have any questions or comments regarding this
report, you may call me | 25X1
25X1
25X1
Attachment:
Soviet Disinformation Campaign Aimed
at Harare Nonaligned Summit | \
GI M 86-20192, 19 August 1986 | 25X1
25X1
25X1
| | 25X1
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MEMORANDUM

Soviet Disinformation Campaign Aimed at Harare Nonaligned
Summi t 25X1

l. Third World and Soviet press coverage of alleged US plots to
sabotage this months' summit of the Nonaligned Movement (NAM) in
Harare, Zimbabwe reflects a Soviet-orchestrated disinformation
campaign aimed at creating an anti-US climate at the meeting. At
the same time, several forgeries suggesting plots to assassinate
African leaders and alleging US-South African military
collaboration--probably also intended to foster anti-US sentiment
at the summit-~have surfaced. These disinformation activities
may have little impact on the individual country targetted.
Nonetheless, these allegations of US misdeeds are likely to be
recounted at the.summit, reinforcing adalready strident anti-US
rhetoric and sentiment within the NAM. The anti-US tone of the
summit will likely carry forward into proposed Third World
resolutions for this fall's UN General Assembly session. [:::::] 25X1

2., Recurring Themes in Soviet and Third World Press. Third
World and Soviet media coverage alleging US threats against the
NAM has increased since June in anticipation of the upcoming NAM
summit which begins 26 August. The allegations, which have
appeared in the media of the USSR and its allies such as Angola,
Nicaragua, and North Korea, center around three basic themes:

o The CIA is spending $15-20 million to sabotage the
Nonaligned Movement summit;

o The United States continues to cooperate with South
Africa in planning military operations against southern
African countries to disrupt the summit;

o The United States is trying to destroy NAM unity by
pressuring members to take pro-US positions on certain
issues--for example, Afghanistan, Cambodia, and :
disarmament.

The similarity of the themes and language of these charges
(see Appendix A) strongly suggests a campaign orchestrated by
Moscow. Review of Soviet academic literature indicates that the
Soviets are trying to regain what they perceive to be a loss in
the Non-Aligned Movement's leftist momentum. Additionally,
Moscow is probably attempting to influence the summit to focus on
issues which maximize anti-imperialist themes, such as apartheid,
and away from topics on which the Soviets are vulnerable--for

example, Afghanistan and Cambodia. | | 25X1

GI M 86-20192 . 25X1
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3. Pre-Summit Forgeries. Several forgeries relating to or

having an impact on the NAM summit have surfaced alleging US

plans to assassinate or overthrow Third World leaders (see

Appendix B). While there is no direct evidence linking these

forgeries to Moscow, past Soviet involvement in surficing NAM-

related forgeries--such as the "Kirkpatrick forgery"" before the

1983 summit in New Delhi--suggests a Soviet role. Whether or not

Moscow is the instigator of all these forgeries, the Soviet press

is poised to take full advantage of their anti-US thrust should

they become public. 25X1

4. Prospects. These Soviet disinformation efforts are designed
to reinforce and heighten already strident anti-US sentiment
within the Nonaligned Movement. Moscow's tactic is likely to be
successful in this forum because moderate NAM members are
unlikely to refute allegations publicly during the summit for
fear of being labeled US surrogates. Moreover, the Soviet
allegations reinforce existing African and Third World
perceptions on many key issues, most notably alleged US
cooperation with South Africa. Uncontested, these allegations
will circulate at the meeting and may increase the degree to
which the United States is criticized by name in the summit's
proceedings and final communique. The anti-US tone of the summit
will likely carry forward into proposed Third World resolutions
during this fall's UN General Assembly where NAM members
constitute a majority. | | 25X1

lthe Kirkpatrick forgery, which surfaced in the Pro-Soviet Indian
newspaper the Patriot two weeks before the New Delhi summit,
alleged that former US Ambassador to the UN Jeanne Kirkpatrick
helped author a "balkanization" plan for India. This was an
alleged US plan that would divide up India and other Third World
countries so that the United States could gain economic and
political advantages. Although the allegation was effectively
prevented from being published in mainstream Indian newspapers at
the time of the summit, the story was replayed in other pro-
Soviet publications, and still gets press coverage today in India
and in a few other Third World countries. . 25X1
J
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